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opinionVIEWPOINTS

Where I’m from
Isaiah Fischer-Brown, Lerner School Class of 2006

I’m from a sports loving family, from college hoops to pro football.
I am from the mess of my room. (dirty, sports posters splattered on the wall,

and my mom yelling at me to pick everything up)
I’m from the maple trees changing color in the Autumn and smelling the

crisp air, always with a hint of pine needles.
I am from Hebrew School twice a week and from the heat of the candles on

Shabbat, every Friday night.
I am from apples and honey, a symbolic food for Rosh Hashanah, The Jewish

New Year.
From the beautiful Ark at the synagogue, made of stained glass and wood,

always sparkling from the rays of sun that fall on it from the windows.
I’m from Chapel Hill and my family, from Germany.
From the warm taste of my Grandmother’s matzah ball soup on my face and

from the fresh doughy texture of the challah we have every week.
From the day my Grandfather was recruited for the U.S. Army, standing

there smiling and wearing an old-fashioned, green, triangular hat.
In the cabinets in our living room, lay old photo albums, boasting pictures of

myself as a baby, my parents when they were younger and all the graduations in
my family. Tucked away in that cabinet are memories of every single person in
the family.

GA on my mind
Bob Schwartz

On Nov. 12-15, I attended the United
Jewish Communities General Assembly
(GA for short), the annual gathering of
Federation members from across the
country, in Los Angeles. It was not the
logical thing to do. I am past chair of
the JCC Advisory Board, but I am no
longer a Board member of the Federa-
tion, and while I do what I can for the
Federation, my wife, who co-chaired
Mitzvah Day, does more. When I was a
Board member, I had not gone to a
General Assembly; somehow winter at
the Cleveland GA did not attract me,
despite the chance for a child of the
60s to go to the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame. But Orit’s invitation for anyone
interested to join her in L.A. seemed
enticing. As did the promise of going
to such GA events as a concert of
Jewish music in the famed Disney
Music Hall with the L.A. Philharmonic
(as I had served the Federation under
Phil Zaleon, and our relations were still
harmonic), with conductor Gerard
Schwarz (he can’t spell, but he can
conduct), accompanied by Theodore
Bikel and Leonard Nimoy. As did live
speeches by Ohud Elmert, Benjamin
Netanyahu, and Karnit Goldwasser,
the wife of kidnapped Israeli soldier
Ehud Goldwasser. As did hearing all I
could about Iran and the nuclear
bomb; despite this being a General
Assembly, which seemed to me a lot
more vital issue at this time than
networking. As did getting my batter-
ies recharged for Federation work.

Getting around safely in lovely L.A.
My son Jonathan thinks he might

want to become a screenwriter, so this
seemed like a golden opportunity for
me and my budding Steven Spielberg
to check out Southern Cal and its

famed School of Cinematic Arts.
Despite the lures of the General
Assembly, I probably would not have
gone all the way to L.A. without the
added bonus of his checking out a
college. And without my going to the
General Assembly, Jonathan would
probably not have gone that far away
to check out a college he was not sure
he wanted to go to because it was that
far away. But together we made the
plunge and headed off to La-La-Land.

When I registered, the conference
hotel was booked. So we stayed at a
hotel in Little Tokyo in downtown Los
Angeles. I was now 10 blocks away
from the conference hotel, in a
downtown unofficially listed in all
travel guides as “dangerous.”

The first day of the conference, I
walked the 10 quite-overrated-as-
dangerous blocks to the conference
hotel, then walked 15 blocks to the
L.A. Convention Center, where the
General Assembly sessions were held,
to register, and then 15 blocks back to
the conference hotel, just in time to
get onto a tour bus before it departed
for a trip to the Skirball Cultural
Center, where we got a private tour. I
had never heard of the Skirball. What
a great place, and how perfect for L.A.!
It was founded by a Rabbi who made
his fortune in the movie business
(working with Alfred Hitchcock) and
in real estate. It is a cultural venue,
including, among other things, of
course, a movie theatre. And it has a
wonderful museum with a great
collection of Judaica. The docent told
me a few things I knew, even more
things I had forgotten, and even more
things I should have known. I was
able to go home and tell my son
Joseph, the Editor of the Daily Tar
Heel, that Herzl’s idea for the state of

Israel’s road to peace
Andrea Shapiro

As American Jews, we work hard to
support Israel - to be a good friend to
Israel - and to help create a secure
future for our brothers and sisters
there. To truly be a good friend to
Israel requires constantly asking
ourselves what will bring about long-
term peace and security. The Israel-
Hezbollah conflict made it plain that
peace cannot be achieved solely
through military superiority - it even
brought into question whether military
superiority can assure military victory.
Unilateral withdrawal from Gaza
demonstrated that unilateral actions
don’t bring peace or security. The
settlement movement confirms daily
that territorial expansion is inimical to
peace. As good friends of Israel, it is
incumbent on us to learn from these
lessons of recent history. It is time to
reevaluate the actions Israelis can take
to ensure a peaceful and secure future,
and what actions we, as American
Jewish supporters of Israel, can take to
help them.

Israel will only achieve peace,
security, and hope for the future when
its neighbors - especially the Palestin-
ians - achieve peace, security, and
hope for the future. Acting boldly and
working for peace and security for
both peoples is not without risk.
However, blindly and naively facilitat-
ing Israel’s current position vis-à-vis
the Palestinians is a far greater risk.
Expanding settlements, closing
borders, building fences, and waging
war, all harm Israeli society and
security and wreak havoc on its image
in the world. As supporters of Israel
we ignore these risks at our own - and
Israel’s - peril.

All of us have been accustomed
since youth to believe that if one side
of a conflict wins then the other must
lose. This zero-sum outlook can
conceal the fact that an enduring win
actually requires both sides to win.
Winning at another’s expense is
typically temporary. It lasts only until
the “other side” regroups or finds
other allies or changes to a “winning”
tactic. As supporters of Israel, this
dualistic win or lose idea informs our
attitude toward Israel’s matzav

(situation). It has led to a harmful, in
fact deadly, blind spot in how we view
Israel. This blind spot allows us to see
short-term wins, but hides their long-
term negative consequences. It is
unlikely that “wins” such as targeted
assassinations or military operations in
the occupied territories will be any
more lasting in the future than they
have been in the past.

Each side of the Israeli/Palestinian
conflict sees itself as David in a
“David and Goliath” struggle. Each
side sees its own victimization clearly
but fails to recognize its own aggres-
sion. Each side has become dependent
on retaliation. With a formal army
and superior firepower, Israel suffers
greatly from the illusion that it can
consistently retaliate, each time with
more force, to maintain security. As
the victim of suicide bombing and fire
from thousands of makeshift rockets,
Israel, not surprisingly, is drawn to
strike back. However, military action
and repression has only served to
foment further problems and create
more insecurity.

As Jews, we have inherited millen-
nia of discrimination and oppression -
manifested by ghettos, pogroms,
expulsion, inquisitions, banishment
and the Holocaust. This history makes
it difficult for us to comprehend our
own strength. Even with a thriving
democracy, a standing army, and a
working economy, it is hard for us as
Jews to see Israel as strong. It is time
to recognize this strength and to act
both generously and courageously and
to reap the rewards of doing so.
Acting bravely and recognizing the
importance of human rights and
security for all can turn the tide in the
Middle East. Until then, the tense
balance and cycle of retaliation is
likely to continue.

There are existential threats to
Israel. Iran and its client Hezbollah
have both given voice to such threats.
But until there is real peace and a
final and fair settlement with the
Palestinians, these threats will only
grow and help Israel’s enemies grow in
strength. The World Bank, the United
Nations, and many human rights
organizations recognize that Palestin-
ians live in dire conditions. The

desperate conditions of Palestinian life
and its unstable government are
threats to Israel. Unstable govern-
ments cannot keep peace, protect
their own people, improve living
conditions, or keep terrorism from
growing. People who live in desperate
conditions do desperate things.
Palestinians desperate for a change in
their living conditions voted for a
Hamas government. The reaction of
the Western world made their condi-
tions even worse. These conditions are
the heart of a growing threat to Israel;
the more unstable the situation is in
the West Bank and Gaza the greater
the threat to peace. Backing and
working for human rights on both
sides and a stable government for the
Palestinians is the only way out of the
current stalemate. It is the only way
to be a responsible supporter of Israel.

The Talmud teaches that “All Jews
are responsible for one another.” Each
of us has witnessed a friend behave in
a way that might appear reasonable in
the short-term, but which will clearly
create long-term problems. Often the
friend is caught up in the moment or
acting out of fear or responding to a
previous offense and thus cannot see
the consequences of his or her actions.
Believing in military strength may be

a natural outgrowth of our history of
oppression. However, given the reality
of what we have seen our brothers and
sisters experience in Israel, it is time as
American Jews to move beyond this
failed mentality towards one that
holds a true promise of future peace
and security.

Recent events in Israel give cause for
optimism. For example, it is imperative
to support the ceasefire in Gaza. It is
equally imperative to back Prime
Minister Olmert’s insight that Israel’s
restraint to ceasefire violations gives the
Palestinian Authority a chance to
control those responsible for firing
rockets and thereby improves the
standing of moderate Palestinians.
Modest steps forward by our own
government such as Secretary of State
Rice’s support for Prime Minister
Olmert’s speech at Sde Boker merits
backing from the American Jewish
community. The Iraq Study Group’s
recommendation that the US initiates
Israeli-Palestinian political negotiations
to achieve a comprehensive peace is an
important and clear recognition of the
situation that deserves our enthusiastic
backing. As Americans, we have the
advantage of seeing the situation from a
distance, and taking advantage of this
distance can become a powerful tool to
help our fellow Jews in Israel live in
peace with their neighbors.
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